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Message from the President 
Happy Fall to everyone! It seems each year goes by quicker than the last, and this 
year was no exception. Somehow we have landed ourselves in November once again! 
The ISCA has been busy this year between celebrating the 50th anniversary in 
March, hosting a Hydric Soils workshop in May, and wrapping up the year with a Fall 
Meeting at White Pines Forest State Park in Ogle County.  It is always great to get 
together and connect over our love for soil, and this year has been focused on just 
that. 
The fall meeting was a reminder that collectively the ISCA holds so much 
knowledge, experience, and expertise. So much passion, dedication, and connection. 
Thousands upon thousands over acres of soils collectively analyzed and classified. 
Decades of mapping, classifying, and understanding the soils throughout Illinois. As 
soil scientists, we can get into the habit of working alone, so connecting with one 
another, bouncing theories and thoughts around, and collaborating with each other’s 
experiences is always an invigorating feeling. I was reminded by a colleague that we 
are each our own steward, serving as vessels to share our knowledge and passion 
with those around us.  While the perfect audience rarely exists, you never know who 
you may influence by just being you. Connect with your ISCA colleagues, 
collaborate on your experiences, share what you know, get excited about what you 
love, and always remember to get your hands dirty! 

Happy Holidays to all!

Alicia

mailto:newsletter@illinoissoils.org
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2025 Farm Progress Show
The 2025 Farm Progress Show was held August 26-28 in Decatur. As always, people from all around the world 
traveled to central Illinois to experience the show with those from the local community. This year, ISCA 
members met folks from South Africa, Argentina, Brazil, the Czech Republic, Hungary, New Zealand, Ireland, 
Canada, and more! We had great fun talking soils with everyone from toddlers to high schoolers in FFA, and to 
folks that have been farming for over 50 years.

Each year attendee’s conversation starters usually sound like: “I wish my topsoil looked like that” or “all of my 
soil is straight clay”. It’s kind of fun to decode their soil talk; feels like a game of “Guess Who?”. Oh, your 
topsoil is not as deep and lighter in color as this? Perhaps you are dealing with Alfisols! You also meet folks that 
immediately drop Series names and start asking you about productivity indexes. The Farm Progress Show is 
never boring!

Thank you to the ISCA members that volunteered over the three days. Also, special thanks to Troy 
Fehrenbacher, Ron Collman, and Bob Tegeler for their help towards making our participation at the show 
possible!

Looking forward to volunteering again in 2027! 
submitted by Liz Miernicki 
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Bob McLeese volunteered his time to discuss soils 
found in Michigan’s thumb region to UIUC’s soil 
judging class this September. The 2025 regional 
collegiate soil judging competition will took place 
in Bad Axe, MI in October.

Students learned about Bob’s soil mapping 
experience in the thumb region, the glacial history 
of the area, landform types, and a variety of soil 
series they will likely encounter.

Thank you, Bob! We loved learning from you and 
listening to your field work stories! 

submitted by Liz Miernicki

UIUC Soil Judging Class

2025 Burton W. Ray Scholarship Award in Soil Science

Isaac Luebkemann is the 2025 winner of the Burton W 
Ray Scholarship in Soil Science with the best score of 
Illinois students at the October Region 3 Soil Judging 
Contest.

Isaac grew up on a family farm located just outside Red 
Bud, Illinois. He is currently a freshman at Southern 
Illinois University Carbondale, pursuing a degree in 
Crops, Soils, and Environmental Management with a 
concentration on soil science. Upon completing his 
degree, he aspires to become an agronomist dedicated 
to helping farmers improve soil fertility and boost 
productivity.

submitted by Eric Brevik
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The SIU Soils Judging team took part in the 2025 
Region 3 contest from October 20-23, hosted by 
Michigan State University. A total of nine SIU 
judgers made the trip, along with coach Eric Brevik 
and graduate assistant Chase Howell. The practice 
pits were open on October 20 and 21, with some 
very interesting profiles. Students and coaches got 
their first exposure to L horizons. If you are not 
familiar with L horizons, they are limnic materials, 
the remains of aquatic organisms deposited in a 
body of water. The whole crew was excited to see 
these. We also got into a lot more O horizon 
material than is common around Carbondale. The 
individual competition was run on October 22, and 
the team pit descriptions were done on October 23. 
Overall, nine universities sent teams to the 2025 
regional. They were Grand Valley State University, 
Michigan State University, Ohio State University, 
Purdue University, Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale, University of Illinois, University of 
Wisconsin – Madison, University of Wisconsin – 
Platteville, and University of Wisconsin – Stevens 
Point. Purdue took top honors, followed by 
Platteville and Michigan State. While the SIU team 
did not qualify for the SSSA national competition, 
we came our closest ever to doing so based on 
points (we got to go last year as the regional hosts), 
so we are very encouraged by our progress given our 
team has only been in existence since 2022. Not 
only that, but our top two scorers were freshman, 
and one of our other top 5 scorers is a sophomore. 
So we think the future looks bright! Our top scoring 

student, Isaac Luebkemann, also won the Burt Ray 
Award as the top scoring soil judger from Illinois. It 
is the first time an SIU student has received this 
honor. 

The Saluki Soils Judging team will return to 
competitive action at the NACTA soil judging 
contest in April 2026. Illinois State will be hosting 
the NACTA competition this year, so it won’t be 
too much of a trip. Our team is looking forward to 
the opportunity to get back in the pits! We had a 
great experience in Michigan and feel really good 
about the progress we are making. We thank ISCA 
for the support they have provided to our team!

The SIU Soils Judging team that competed in 
Michigan. From left to right: Chase Howell 
(graduate assistant coach), Isaac Luebkemann, 
Bryce Dittmar, Raymond Matthys, Madison 
Casteel, Megan Baker, Jack Howard, Jenna 
Beckmeyer, Ella Bohn, and Ashtyn Eichmiller.

submitted by Eric Brevik

Southern I!inois University (SIU) Soil Judging Update
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2025 ISCA Fa! Meeting 

The White Pines Forest State Park Lodge in Mount Morris was the site for the ISCA Fall Meeting. There 
were 35 members and guest who had preregistered. It was a wonderful event, with beautiful weather. We saw 
old friends and made some new friends. What can be better than being in a soil pit, in October, with other 
friends of the soil!

Special thanks to all those who helped organize and present - especially Bruce Putman, Brandon Mueller, Liz 
Miernicki, and Alicia Metzger. 

The guidebook and the PowerPoint presentation have been posted on the ISCA website on the Soil 
Information page.
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Glauconitic Sandstone in I!inois
One of our astute members, who is also experienced with east coast soils and parent materials noted an usual 
deposit of greenish sandstone in one of the soil pits at the Fall meeting. Brad Cate had the impression that 
this 5”-6” diameter deposit resembled the glauconitic sandstones that are typical out east. After further 
investigation following the field day, here are some of Brad’s thoughts:

“the ga! of green sand in the NE corner of the stop 3 pit, near the bottom, was a piece of weathered 
glauconitic sandstone which piqued my (and probably only my) interest. Attached is a map of the nearest 
outcrops (soils mapped with glauconitic sands or over glauconitic sandstone) indicated in red along the 
Wis. River.  The stop/pit is the red dot to the SE.  Seems to be confirmation that the I!inoisian ice was/
had been moving primarily due S/SE at this location. (for what it’s worth), approx. 70 miles %om the 
nearest outcrop which is nothing to a glacier.”

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, USGS, Intermap, INCREMENT P, NRCan, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), Esri Korea, Esri (Thailand),
NGCC, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community

“As I look, I’m finding more WI series mapped in or over glauconite. The attached photo (above) is pretty 
representative of what I’m familiar with in DE and where I saw it a few miles north of Muscoda, WI. 
Natura!y the OSD and WSS pages are down right now so I can’t look at similar or adjacent series. So 
far: 252 La Farge, 253 Greenridge, 254 Norden, 255 Urne, 273 Dobie, 275 Hayriver, 293 Muscoda, 
Rockbridge

It’s paralithic in sandstone form and degrades to just a weakly cohesive “sand”.  I say “sand” because as 
you texture it, it breaks down as it’s rubbed. The rule of thumb was to rub it 2x and take that as the 
texture.  It becomes greasy as you continue to break down the grains. I saw a lot of it my first few years 
consulting when I was wi!ing to drive farther upstate but only dealt with it rarely in later years when I 
no longer needed to.”
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www.illinoissoils.org 

This is YOUR Newsletter. If you 
wish to submit material, here 
are some guidelines: 
• Email a digital copy. 
• Use minimal formatting.  
• Subject matter is open and 

includes: 
- general topics on soil 

science, soil research & 
investigations, field 
activities 

- soil judging 
- personal encounters with 

soil, geomorphology, earth 
sciences 

- other topics that would be 
of general interest to 
members 

- photos are appreciated  
- no political editorials 
- The committee reserves the 

right to publish or not and 
edit for grammar & length 
without affecting the 
integrity of the article  

Send Newsletter submissions 
to:  
newsletter@illinoissoils.org 
Newsletter Committee 

Ashtyn Stufflebeam 
Mindy Siner 
Mark Bramstedt

The Illinois Soil Classifiers Association is an organization promoting the wise 
use of  the soil  resource.  ISCA is  made up of  professional  soil  classifiers in 
public service, private industry, and education and includes students and others 
interested in preserving soil. A soil  classifier maps, describes and interprets 
soils according to a national system of soil classification. ISCA was established 
in 1975 and is affiliated with the American Registry of Certified Professionals 
in Agronomy, Crops, and Soils.

Soil Science “concerns the development under the influence of environmental conditions 
of the outer layer of the earth’s crust. It concerns the part of the earth’s crust which is itself 
both the product and indispensable support of organic life on the earth. The soil lies on the 
twilight of life, a connecting link between the living and the non-living, between material 
animated by vital forces and material subject to physical forces.”  
Charles F Marbut 1949

ISCA on Facebook and X 

For those of you who want to keep in touch with ISCA members & others 
interested  in  soils  in  Illinois,  join  our  group  on  Facebook  or  X.  Search 
Facebook  for  “Illinois  Soil  Classifiers  Association”  or  “@ISCA_Soil”  on  X. 
Contact webmaster@illinoissoils.org to get permission if you want to post on 
these platforms.

ISCA at www.illinoissoils.org 

Check out the “Announcements” page on our website for current activities, 
especially  between  Newsletters.  It  is  an  excellent  resource  to  keep  you 
informed on certification, membership, and the latest soil issues.

Newsletter Publication Schedule 

• Winter (February)

• Spring (April/May)

• Summer (Aug/Sept)

• Fall (November)

http://www.illinoissoils.org
mailto:newsletter@illinoissoils.org
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