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state in our region attend the international meeting. The multi-

state meeting will give those who are unable to attend the in-

ternational meeting the chance to rub elbows with fellow

members from other states. The West North Central Region

includes Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, lowa, and Missouri.
More details will be forthcoming.

Earth Day is Back

Earth Day is officially on April 22nd and events are being
planned for the entire week. Some may consider Earth Day
for environmentalists, but it really is for anyone who is con-
cerned with our natural resources. This is a great opportuni-
ty to focus attention and help educate children and adults on
the wise use of our natural resources. There is no one big event
being planned, but rather many local events. It is hoped that
SWCS members would facilitate such local events. Some ideas
are tree planting, TV to cover no-till planting, recycling semi-
nars or many others.

Agriculture and Food Policy in an
Interdependent World

The University of Illinois and League of Women Voters spon-
sored four roundtable discussions in Illinois on the 1990 Farm
Bill. The Soil and Water Conservation Society was represented
on the advisory committee by Dan Towery and had represen-
tatives at the four roundtable discussions held this fall in
Springfield, Moline, Carbondale and Chicago. The four areas
of discussion centered on the environment, international trade,
commodities and food for the poor. No consensus was sought,
but the results will be made available to congressional leaders.

lllinois Soil Classifiers
Nominate a State Soil

White Oak, violet, monarch butterfly, white tailed deer, car-
dinal and bluegill. Do you know what these things have in
common?

They are all official state symbols of Illinois and they all de-
pend on soil for their existence. Yet, we have no official state
soil. .

Soils are our most basic natural resource. They are a com-
monplace feature of nature, but they are often not well under-
stood or appreciated. The Illinois Soil Classifiers Association
(ISCA) decided that something needed to be done to inform
the public of the vast importance of the soil resources of the
state.

In March 1985 the ISCA appointed a State Soil Committee

to select one soil to represent the soil resources of Illinois and
to be designated by the General Assembly and the Governor
as the State Soil of Illinois. The Committee identified factors
they felt should be considered in the selection process. They
included origin and classification, productivity, distribution
and extent, and name recognition.

During 1986, ISCA members were invited to nominate soils
to be considered for the official state soil. Seven soils were
nominated. They were the Cisne, Drummer, Flanagan, Hovle-
ton, Ipava, Sable, and Saybrook soils.

In January 1987, a ballot by mail election was held and ISCA
members voted for the soil they felt would best represent the
soil resources of Illinois. Drummer silty clay loamn was selected
by more than a 2 to 1 margin over Cisne silt loam.

The next step on the road to enshrinement as the official
state soil is to obtain legislative sponsorship and approval of
a State Soil bill. Representative Gordon Ropp from Bloom-
ington will be introducing a State Soil bill this next legislative
session. The goal of ISCA is to have the Governor sign a bill
designating Drummer silty clay loam as the State Soil of Illinois
on April 22, Earth Day.

Ed:itors note: The Soil and Water Conservation Society has offered
their support lo the Illinpis Soil Classifiers in this effort.

Please forward your letters of support or any comments to:
Bob McLeese, Chairman, ISCA State Soil Committee, R.R. 1,
Box 238, Monticello, IL 61856; Phone: 217/762-7697.

SWCS Leadership Workshop

Three members from Illinois attended the West North
Central Regional Leadership Conference at Ankeny, Iowa on
November 8th and 9th. The workshop was at the SWCS
National Headquarters. Those attending from lllinois were
Dan Towery, President, Dave King, Vice-President, and Mark
Kaiser, President-Section I. Other members from Iowa, Minn-
esota, Wisconsin and Missouri also attended. The workshop
focused on improving membership communication and
leadership skills.

UPCOMING EVENTS

January 24-25 — “Moving Towards Sustainability” Con-
ference, Illinois Department of Agriculture, State Fairgrounds,
Springfield, IL.

January 26 — SWCS Illinois Chapter Board Meeting,
Springfield, IL.

April 22 — EARTH DAY 1990.

Action for Water Quality

The Illinois Chapter joined with 18 other organizations to
focus on key issues affecting local water supplies at this year’s
annual meeting on October 23 and 24. The two day meeting
consisted of a water quality tour, awards banquet, annual meet-
iny, and water quality conference.

rifty-five people participated on the tour, which was spon-
sored by the City of Bloomington and the McLean County Soil
and Water Conservation District. Stops at Evergreen Lake, Lake
Bloomington, and BASF Agronomic Research Center gene-
rated a variety of water quality discussions.

The following Chapter awards were presented at the Awards
Banquet.

Chapter Recognition Awards:

Tom Bicki, Terry Donohue, Laura Dufford, Nancy Erickson,

Gary Fak, Bob Greene, Harry Hendrickson, Mark Kaiser, Dave
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Should cocklebur be state weed?

By CHERI BENTRUP
Daily News Staff

It's hard to helieve.

Who would've thought that
anyone would lobhy our Gen-
eral Assembly to name an offi-
cial state soil? Yes, you read it
right. The Illinois Soil Classi-
fiers Association recently
formed a group to lobby for
official dirt.

It's a dirty job, but somebody
fias to do it. At least that's what
they must be thinking. Person-
ally, I'm still wondering why we
needed a state fossil.

The association, of which
many members are emploved
by the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture’s Soil Conservation
Service, formed the State Soil
Committee to lobby lawmakers
to name Drummer silty clay
loam the state soil — no fool-
ing. Apparently, that type of
sail covers more than 1.6 mil-
lion acres of the state.

State Rep. Gordon Ropp, a
Republican from Normal, said
he'd sponsor the bill saying it
has **as much priority as the
TFully monster.” You can't ar-
gue with that.

It makes one wonder what

Bentrup
M
could be next, ‘

We already

have a state
flower, bird, animal, mineral,
tree and insect,

This past summer I heard the
General Assembly named the
Big Blue Stem the state's offi-
cial prairie grass. After all,
what would the “Prairie State”
he without an official prairie
grass?

It was back in ¥Mrs. Perne’s
fifth-grade social studies class
that we learned about Illitlois
and its state symbols. Then we
only had to worry aboul mem-
orizing the state bird, flower,
mineral and tree. . -

Our class took
heatedly debated

sides as we
whether the
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General Assembly should name
the white-tailed deer or the
opossum as the official state
animal.

FFive years after my class de-

- tided the opossum would duti-

fully represent our fine state,
the Geoneral Assembly named
the deer the official state ani-

‘mal on Jan. 1, 1982,

To my surprise we have a
state fish — the bluegill. The
most -recent Illinois Handbook
I could find, 1987-88, stated that
school children voted on the
fish in 1986 and was awaiting
state approval. Somehow, I

think that since we named a
fossil as a state symbol — the

Tully monster — chances are

that the fish has already been.

officially approved, too.

After a little hrainstorming
in the newsroom, and being a
former “farm girl” myseif, we
decided that now Illinois needs
an official state weed. My fa-
ther voiced his support for the
cocklebur.

Maybe the llinois Sail Clas-
sifiers Association could also
rally behind a cause to name
an official state weed. After all,

weeds grow.-in. soil’ too, and -
they probably thrive in Drum—_,_,

“ ‘U“\?‘
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mer silty clay loam.

. 1 can imagine the laughs that
would - get from the farmers,
including my father. It's a
necessity that all farmers have
a great sense of humor, you
know. (After all, my Dad was
lavghing last weekend when he
said my brother's Christmas
present would arrive when the
Mississippi River thaws.)

My father would probably
cast his vote for the cocklebur,
which seems to mystericusly
reappear each year indifferent
to the multitudes of herbicides
applied. It's my guess that the
morning glories or velvet
leaves  which undoubtedly get
tangled in the combine: each
year would also bhe ‘good
choices for such an “honor.”

At this time 1 dem't know
what will be next, but 1 can’t

‘imagine the General Assembly

taking the time to.name an of-
ficial state soil,. . o
I would imagine the [ifth
graders back at my former
school are trying desperately to
remémber how to spell  Tul-
limonstrum gregarium, Maybe

. next year's class will be .bewi-

ldered with memorizing
Drummer,silty ¢lay loam....;...,
fap? i owneay A ourisnn qmi

. F N T | I DY o




- BlslE 00 1lr4b 217 3417 2973

Effl”l h’éh‘l (IlL.) Daily News

oo

i
!

UsSDA 5010 EFFGHM === USDA

___il:hursday,‘]ammry 18, 1990.

»Cs CHAMPN

Letters

I 'was quite disappointed in
Chert Bentrup's recent article
“Should cocklebur bhe state
weed?” (Jan. 3, 1880). Il made
me wonder if she appreciates
our natural resources, as you
would think g ‘‘former farm
girl"™ should,

If the linois Soil Classifiers
Association, the Soil and Water
Conservation Society, and other
groups which have shown their
support for the state soil effort
are successful, theh Drummer
silty clay loam soon will take
its place next to the white oak,
the violet, the cardinal, the
monarch butterfly, the white-
tailed deer, the bluesgill and

the bhig blue stem as one of

Iinois" official state symbols,
These mnatural resources  arc
indispensable (o the support
and. growth of a strong and

+ .. prosperous state and indeed,
&’(’é the thm E& I1-

lm01s a spcma

Soil important to state

groups (and Mrs. Perne) with a
symbol to hélp in our educa-
tion efforts.

Some states may be going a
bit tpo far wilh their official
gtate symbols (and maybe we
did with the “Tully monster"),
But we hope, in lllineis, that
we don’t go overboard on
promoting c¢yery ‘'this and
that” and that we recognize
only those reseurccs that really
make Iilinois a special place.
And. of course, we believe that
the seoil resources need to be
recognized and will defend a
state soil to the “dirty end.”

When asked aboul a stale
soil, Rep. Gordon Ropp, spon-
sor of the State Seoil Bill, re-
sponded, “Soil has made our
state great in lerms of its ag-
ricultural hevitage. Maybe that
should  have been the symbol
we started with.” We agree!

& fohgiciagee, Chaimi,
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ent on soils, They produce our
foend, fiber and paper; they
serve as foundations for our
houses, highways and airports;
and  they support our plants.
But soil is one of the many
commonplace features of na-

“ture that is not well understood

or appreciated. And all of the
other state symbols depend on
501l for their existence.

In Illinois. the state symhbols

" never really huve been used to

their educational potential.
Part of the reason is that no
one ever has attempted fo
really tie them together and to
explain their relationship and

interdependence. The state soil

provides the medium to truly
relate and promeote our state
symbols. Our hope is that the
state soi]l will ,provide our or-
ganization and other conserva-
tion and natural resource

] 002
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From the mind of JACK VERTREES

New Vote Should Put Cisne
Soil At The Top Of The List

In the world of silly, silty things, we're
about to get dirtied up in Ilinois, and
we're supposed to feel good about it, or
at least we think so.

* & &

We're glad some folks have some
serious things to worry about, consider-
ing how things are around the planet
earth. Well, there is an organization with

an imposing name of “Illinois Soil .

Classifiers Association” and this es-
teemed organization is unhappy that I1-
linois has a white oak tree, a violet
flower, a monarch butterfly, a white tail
deer, a cardinal bird and a blue gill fish
as our state’s official symbols. Yet we
have no official state soil.

* ¥ %k

The Association says all of the above
symbols depend on the soil for their ex-
istence but still no official soil symbol has
been proclaimed. They want to change
all that by Earth Day on Apr. 22, with
designation of the Drummer silty clay
loam as our most symbolic soil. But we
think it's a dirt-y deal because the Cizne
soil came in second and in our opinion,
shouldhave come infirst, because we got
the only Cisne town in Ilinois that we
know about and it would be nice to be
symbolic in every respect.

* ¥ ¥

They say that the Drummer silty clay
loam won by a two to one vote over Cisne
silt loam but we're gonna ask for a new
vote. And believe it or not, seven soils
were nominated to be our Illinois state

soil, and here all we thought we had
underneath our feet was alot of plain old
dirt. We’re apparently rolling insilt and
loam and didn't even know it. It sure
makes me feel good to know that our
Drummer silty seoil is underfoot. And
now, to some lesser world problems.

* %k %

Alook at the calendar shows just over
another month for the 1990 Pink Press to
come out. It needs a letter from you if
you are a Wayne County wanderer, to
keep it the successful issue it has been
for a hundred years. Write today and get
that letter in the mail. Letters are sought
from all Wayne County wanderers but
this year is especially the right time for
members of the FCHS classes of 1940 and
1965 to write, as the 50 and 25 years ago
classes are especially honored each
year. Your help is needed!

* % &

Someone brought in a clip from the
Chicago Tribune which noted the U.S.
Energy Dept. has dropped an appeal in
that uraninum plant radiation case at
Fernald in southwest Ohio. Thefeds have
agrecd to quit fighting a $78 million set-
tlement for folks in Fernald for loss of
property values, emotional distress and
illness in that big radiation leak there.
But there’s a catch to the government’s
good intentions—the government has
said it won’t pay the $78 million {rom a
federal contingency fund as planned
because the lawsuit wasn’t brought

Continued On Page 3
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By MIKE GILLINGHAM
Agri-News Publications
MONTICELLO, Il. — Illinois
.has a state symbol for a bird,
tree, flower, ingect, deer and even
a fish. But it doesn’t ﬁave a sym-

‘..this is a national res-

- ource that makes lllinois

what it is — a great agri-
cultural state

~ Bob McLeese

* “chairman

) lllinois Soil

Classifiers Association

bol for one important resource
which ties them alj together.

That resource is soil, a basic
feature of nature which all of the
above-mentioned official state
symbols rely on m some way for
their existence.

- To-better educate the public on
this matter, the Illinois Soil Clas-
“sifiers Association has appointed
a committee to nominate one soil
to serve as the official state soil of
‘Hlinois. Another state designated
such a symbol about one decade
ago.

, ficial state soil,”"

“ ¢ think Nebraska was the first
state in the country to have an of-
explained Bob
McLeese, chairman of the asso-
ciation " and "state soil scientist
with the Soil Conservation Serv-
ice. "They were the first ones to
get the ball rolling in' the late
1970s or early 1980s.""

Getting the ball rolling in II-

linois wasn'’t easy-to begin with,

said -McLeese. The nomination

‘procéss was 4 difficult task, since

more than 400 soil series have
beén identified in Ilinois. To
determine the best official state
soil, the committee considered
such factors as origin and classi-
fication of the soil, as well as

' productivity, distribution, extent

and name recognition. ‘*We were
really trying to find something
that really represented the soil
resources of the state,”” he added.

Seven soils were eventually
nominated: Cisné, Drummer,
Flanagan, Hoyleton, Ipava Sable
and Saybrook.

A ballot-by-mail election was
conducted in January 1987 in
which ISCA members voted for
the -soil they thought would best
represent Illinois’ soil resources.
“Drummer. silty clay loam was
selected by more than a 2-to-1

margin over Cisne  silt toam,
McLeese reported.

Drummer, one of the more
productive soils in the state, was
voted the favorite 'since it also

covers a wide area-of farmland.
More than 1.6 million acres of
Drummer have been mapped in
39 of Illinois’ 102 counties. Most of
those counties are in Northern 01
Central Illinois.

The Drummer series was es:
tablished in Ford County in 1828.

_McLeese pointed out that soil

series are generally ‘named for &
nearby geographic location,
Drummer, a' wet, dark-colored
“prairie soil,"”” was named after

Drummer Creek in Drummer

Township.
““If you,talk to any farmer and

ask "him about Drummer. silty"
clay loam, he will know what you

are talking about,” McLeese said
of the soil. ‘'While' the general
public in Bloomington or Decatir
may not recognize it, those who
deal with rural land are familiar
with the name,’

Before Drummer could be

‘named the official state soil,

McLeege said the project would
have to obtain legislative -spon-
sorship and subsequent approval
by the legislature and governor.

‘State Rep Gordon ROPP, R-

Bloomington, has agreed to in-
troduce -the bill in January.
McLeese said ISCA’s goal is to
have Gov. James Thompson sign:’
the bill by April 22, 1990, Whlch is
Earth Day.

“The week before Earth Day ig.
Earth Week, and this will mark

the 20th anniversary of the first _

Earth Week which was observed
in April 1970, McLeese hoted.
“Our goal is to get this through
the legislative system by April 22:
We don’t know if this will happen, -
but.we hope to get to enough leg- :
islators once the bill is introduced
and get them to see the im-
portance of this and how it ties
in.’

The uniqueness 6f the bill may
have sorne legislators wondering
if it’s. worth the effort, McLeese
mentioned, but the ISCA is pre-
pared to tackle any problems al-
ong the way.

“We know we could get some
comments that this is a waste of
time and. the taxpayers dollars
and we -shouldn't be- doing it.
Some might ask, ‘What are we
going to have next — a state dog |
or state cat?’ But this just opens !
the door for us to respond in a
serious manner and point out that |

thls is a_ national resource that
makes Illinois what itis — a great
agricultural state.’

McLeese said he thinks the bm

will be passed and the effort will
help to educate people about the
state’s soil resources, in addition
to conservation efforts, {“We think

it would provide & good education’

Drive under way to select 0ff1(:1al state soil of Ilinois

" tool if wé had that state symbol
and it really isn't a waste of
time," he said.

The ISCA, a non-profit group
comprised of about 100 soil scien-
tists, is 'being assisted in: the
project by the Illinois Soil and
Water Conservation Society.”
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Designation would recognize state’s reliance on soil

' By CHRIS ANDERSON
Pantagraph farm editor

Soil scientists believe well-
. intentioned Illinois residents put

.. the cart before the horse over the’

- last several decades in designat-

.+ ing such symbols as . the state

. bird, flower, tree, insect, animal
and even an official state fossil.

All the symbols, the scientists
note, rely on soil for their exist-
ence. With help from Rep. Gor-

‘*don Ropp, R-Normal, they plan to
'~ rectify the situation by designat-
ing a state soil.

A bill recognizing -Drummer
silty clay loam as 11linois’ soil may
be introduced as soon as Wed-
nesday, according to Ropp. Offi-
“cially established as a soil type 61

years ago in Ford County,
Drummer is the most prevalent
soil comprising 1.6 million acres
in the state.

“My feeling is that soil is the
foundation of the state. It has
enabled us to be strong agricul-
turally,” said Ropp, a farmer and
former illinc® agriculture direc-
tor. “I don't expect a controversy
concerning the bill, but every bill
introduced during this session
must pass through rules commit-
tee. If the speaker of the house
thinks a bill has low priority, it
may be delayed.”

Bob- McLeese, chairman of the
Ilinois Soil Classifiers Associatlon
state soil committee, said plans
include having Drummer silty

clay loam desxgnated the state soil
on Earth Day, April 22. i

“Many people may think a bill
to designate a state soil as trivial
By the time it gets three readings
in the House and Senate, I don't
think we can make it by Earth
Day,” said the Towanda native.

As an alternative, committee
members are working with Gov.
James R. Thompson's office to
have a proclamation signed on
Earth Day supporting the legisla-
tion. Ropp added that Earth Day
supporters may help push the bill
through by April.

“With all the state symbols,
mayhe we started with the wrong
one,” said McLeese, with the Iil-
inois Soil Conservation Service.

“Symbols are what make the state
a unique place. So, we sought one
that would represent the state’s
soil resources.” B

The effort to identify suech a
soil started nearly five years ago.

-A committee was appointed by

the soil ‘association, a nonprofit,
educational organization aimed at
promoting soil science.

In January 1887, association
members were asked to vote for
the soil they believed would best
represent Hiinois. Drummer silty
clay - loam, predominant in the
Pantagraph area, emerged the
winner by a 2 to 1 margin. The
1llinois Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Society also supports
Drummer for the state soil des-

ignatiomn.

According to McLease, soil se-
lection was based on a rigid set of
criteria. Committee members, he
said, agreed that the soil should
be one formed from prairie veg-
etation, be highly productive ag-
riculturally and occur extensively
in the state.

They iurther noted that the
state soil should be one that orig-
inated in lilinois. The name, they
noted, should be easily pro-
nounced and have been in use for
a long time.

Drummer fit the bill. Named
for Drummer Creek in Ford
County, such soils formed during
the .last glaciation period thou-

‘sands of years ago along the
Bloomington - Moraine that runs
from Peoria County south to
Charleston.

. High in organic matter,
Drummer typifies ‘“good, black
dirt” in that it developed under a
luxuriant growth of marsh
grasses.

If Drummer silty clay loam be-
comes lllinois’ state soil, it will
join six other soils given similar
designation:. Nebraska was the
first to name a state soil in 1979.
Vermont followed suit in 1985 at
the urging of McLeese, who
served as assistant state soil con-
servationist at the time. Wis-
consin, Oklahoma, Florida and
Iowa also have state soils.









