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Upcoming Events: 

45th Annual 
Meeting 

March 21st, 
Champaign, IL The ISCA had a rather productive year in 2019 to close out the decade. We gained 

some new members and bid farewell to others.  Numerous educational opportunities 
were available and the ISCA made efforts to provide public outreach opportunities on 
soil science as well as the ISCA as an association.  The ISCA was represented at the 
2019 Farm Progress Show in Decatur in August with a Soil Pit Demonstration.  There 
were advancements made with the Soil Texture Project and the ISCA should soon be 
able to provide verified texture samples.  The 39th Annual Central States Forest Work-
shop was held in Carbondale in October with a topic of Healthy Soils, Healthy Forests.  
The Certification Board, the Ethics Certification, and Membership Committee, and the 
Constitution, By-Laws, and Legislative Committee all contributed to propose minor but 
crucial reforms so that moving forward the Certification Board can transition from year 
to year as seamlessly as possible.  ISCA members represented the Association and 
shared their knowledge at speaking events for the Illinois Environmental Health Associa-
tion (IEHA) throughout the state.  Planning began for another Hydric Soil Course in 
northern Illinois to be held in 2020.  These are just some of the things we worked on in 
2019 and I’m sure I haven’t listed them all.  As my time as President draws to a close,  
I’d like to thank everyone who helped the ISCA accomplish all we did this year, specifi-
cally the Council, Committee Chairs, and Certification Board.  I’d like to welcome Alicia 
Metzger as she takes over the position in 2020 and I look forward what the next year 
brings to the ISCA!  

Submitted by Mary Beth Falsey 
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45th ISCA Annual Meeting 

March 21st, 2020 
Illinois Natural History Building, 1816 S. Oak St., Champaign, IL 

 
Name ___________________________             Number Attending _________  
 
 
Total Payment $ _______ 
 

** Early bird rate $10; Regular Registration rate $20 ** 
 

Early bird registration by March 12th; Regular registration after March 12th.   
Registration at the door is available, however lunch may not.  

 
Register at illinoissoils.org through PayPal ($1 service fee) or by regular mail to: 

 
Scott Wiesbrook 
1816 S. Oak St. 
Champaign, IL 61820 
 
If registering by regular mail, please include a check for $10 per person (postmark prior to 
3/12) or $20 per person afterwards. 
 
Questions please contact: 
 
Ron.Collman@usda.gov 
Work: 217-353-6639 
Cell: 217-841-3812 

 

Tentative Agenda 
 
12:00pm 
Opening Remarks/Call for Ballots/Lunch 
 
1:00pm 
Keynote: Digital pedology – studying soil profiles 
Speaker: Dr. Alfred Hartemink 
 
2:30pm 
Business Meeting  

The Certification Board has approved the following PDH amounts that can be reported for the upcoming 
Annual Meeting.  This meeting will provide a total of 3 PDH for category C—attendance or participation 
in seminars, tutorials, clinics, workshops, symposia, in-house courses, field tours/exercises, or technical 
presentations made at meetings, conventions, or conferences, if attend all agenda items. 
 
 

Opening Remarks/Call for Ballots                                      1 PDH 
 

Keynote Speaker                                                              1 PDH 
 

Business Meeting                                                              1 PDH 
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45th ISCA Annual Meeting 

Speaker for the Annual Meeting: Dr. Alfred Hartemink 

Dr. Alfred Hartemink is the Vilas Distinguished Achievement 
Professor and M.T. Beatty Professor of Soil Science and the 
Chair of the Department of Soil Science at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. His current research focusses on digital 
soil morphometrics, soil mapping, and soil carbon. Prior to 
his current position, he was 12 years at ISRIC–World Soil 
Information, and coordinator of the GlobalSoilMap project. 
He has worked for 12 years in Tanzania, DR Congo, Indone-
sia, Kenya, Australia and Papua New Guinea, and for shorter 
periods in several other countries. Alfred was (Deputy) Sec-
retary General of the International Union of Soil Sciences 
between 2002 and 2014, and is collaborator in a large nation-
al and international network of soil scientists. He is founding 
Editor-in-Chief of Geoderma Regional, and of the Springer 
World Soils Book Series.  

Keynote: Digital pedology – studying soil profiles 

Abstract:  

Major changes have occurred in the soil science discipline and quantitative techniques have contributed 
to the quantification of soil science processes and properties.  New techniques have been applied to 
legacy soil data as well as information collected by a range of new sensors.  It has led to improved quan-
tification and faster assessment of soil resources.  For the past 5 years, we have been working on the 
development of digital soil morphometrics for enhanced understanding of the soil profile.  We have 
studied the soil profile in-situ, and in the lab, and sampled by horizon and using one or more transects.  
We have rasterized the soil profile and also analysed soil profile images.  We have compared different 
sampling methods and have gained understanding on the variation within and between soil horizons.  
This talk will summarise the main findings.  
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2020 Election Ballot and Candidate Bios 

Ballot for 2020 ISCA Elections 
 
Voting rights are for Full Members only.  Please vote for one candidate for each office by placing an X next 
to the name.  See the candidate biographies on the next page for more information about the candidates.  
Write-in candidates must have agreed prior to the election to run for that office. 
 

President-Elect 
 
___ John Ford 
 
___ Josh Litwiller 
 
___ Write-in candidate for President-Elect _______________________________ 
**Write-in candidates must have agreed to run for the office** 

 
 
Vice President 
  
___ Bryan Fitch 
 
___ Frank Heisner 
 
___ Bob Oja 
 
___ Write-in candidate for Vice President _______________________________ 
**Write-in candidates must have agreed to run for the office** 

 

 

Submit your ballot:  

You may bring your ballot to the 2020 ISCA Annual Meeting or you may vote prior to the Annual Meet-
ing by mailing your ballot to Scott Wiesbrook at 1816 S. Oak St., Champaign, IL 61820.   

Please seal your ballot in a separate envelope and mark it with “Ballot” on the outside of that envelope.  
Please put the ballot envelope in another envelope and mail with postage.  Please be sure to include your 
return address on the outer envelope, so we know you are an eligible voter.  Envelopes without a return 
address will not be counted.  Mailed ballots will be recorded as to who has voted (to prevent voting more 
than once) and then the unopened, separately sealed ballots will be passed to the Nominations Committee 
at the Annual Meeting. Mailed ballots must be received by March 18th, 2020 in order to be counted. 
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2020 Election Ballot and Candidate Bios 

Candidate Bios for 2020 ISCA Election 
 

President-Elect – John Ford & Josh Litwiller 
 
John Ford attended Western Illinois University where he received a B.S. in Agriculture in 1990 with a minor in Agri-
cultural Mechanization.  He has been employed with USDA NRCS since 1989 where he has been a Soil Conservationist, 
District Conservationist and Soil Scientist.  John obtained his ISCA certification in 2003.  His soil classifying experience 
comes from 1998 to 2003 where he was an NRCS Soil Scientist in the Springfield MLRA office.  Beginning in 2013, John 
has used his classification experience as a member of the NRCS Wetland Team making certified wetland determinations.  
He has also been working and collaborating with other ISCA CPSCs for about two years, describing soil cores and other 
related on-site work.  John currently is serving on the 2019 ISCA Ethics, Certification, and Membership Committee. 
 
Josh Litwiller graduated from Illinois State University in 2015.  He became certified as a professional soil classifier in 
2018 and has been doing on-site soil investigations since then.  Prior to certification, Josh assisted a soil classifier for eight 
years.  Josh has served as ISCA Vice President and has chaired both the Public Relations & Education and the Finance 
Committees.  He is also currently chair of the Constitution and By-Laws Committee.  He is organized, efficient, and self-
motivated. 
 

Vice President – Bryan Fitch, Frank Heisner, & Bob Oja 
 
Bryan Fitch was born and raised in Casey Illinois.  He earned his B.S. in Plant and Soil Science at Southern Illinois 
University in 1980 and his M.S. in Soil Science at Southern Illinois University in 1988.  His mapping experiences includes 
times as a county soil scientist for the Jasper County Soil Survey (1988-1995) and as an SCS/NRCS Soil Scientist on the 
Franklin/Jefferson Counties Soil Survey (1995-2003).  Bryan also worked as a Soil Scientist for the US Forest Service 
(1995-2003), as a MLRA Soil Scientist in Carbondale (2003-2009), and as the Resource Soil Scientist NRCS in southern 
Illinois from 2009 until his retirement from government service in 2019.  Currently, Bryan is working as a Certified Pro-
fessional Soil Classifier, conducting soil evaluations for septic systems.  He has been a member of ISCA since 1986, serv-
ing a term as Vice President in the early 1990s. 
 
Frank Heisner graduated from Iowa State University in 1988 with a B.S. in Forestry and emphasis in soils.  His fed-
eral career began with the US Forest Service in Montana, North Dakota, and South Dakota where he described and clas-
sified soils for ecological classifications over a variety of landscapes, ranging from the sub humid oak savannas and tallgrass 
prairie of southeast North Dakota to Montana’s highest alpine near Yellowstone National Park.  Frank was also the For-
est Service liaison for initiating the Soil Survey on the Little Missouri National Grasslands in North Dakota.  In 1994, 
Frank enrolled at the University of Missouri-Columbia, receiving his M.S. in Soil Science in 1997, studying pedogenesis in 
recent Missouri River floodplain sediments.  In 1999, Frank began a career with NRCS in Rock Falls, IL working in soil 
survey in NW Illinois.  Frank continues to serve as a soil scientist with NRCS in Morrison, but in 2018 was reassigned 
from Soil Survey to the Wetland Compliance Team.  Frank has served as Vice-President, President, and several commit-
tees for ISCA in the past.  Frank resides in Prophetstown, IL with his wife, Diane. 
 
Bob Oja served 4 years in the US Air Force after graduating high school and the earned a B.S. in Forest Administra-
tion with a soil science minor from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point in 1987.  He spent the next year working 
for Soil Survey Leader Steve Elmer mapping soils a county soil scientist in Warren County, IL.  Since that time, Bob has 
been employed by the McHenry-Lake Soil & Water Conservation District.  He spends most of his time conducting soil 
borings for septic suitability and creating high intensity soil maps for subdivision platting.  He became a Certified Profes-
sional Soil Classifier in 1992.  Past work with ISCA includes a stint on the Certification Board and as Chairman of the 
Program Committee.  He has four children and they and his wife Sherry all enjoy camping, fishing, and other outdoor 
activities. 
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Proposed By-Law Change 

The ISCA Council proposes an addendum to the Standards for Certification Section 4a.  This 
change will improve the organization of the Certification Board by specifying the way in which offic-
ers are selected and by extending the term of the Secretary/Treasurer from one year to two years.  
This addendum has the support of the Certification Board and the Council.  The addendum requires 
a two thirds vote from the membership during the annual meeting.  Below is the current and pro-
posed wording for your consideration.  If passed, the proposed wording will replace the current 
wording. 
 
 
Current wording: 
 
The Board shall elect from its membership, at its first meeting, officers for the coming year.  The 
officers shall be chair, vice-chair, and secretary-treasurer.  The duties of the chair shall be to preside 
at all meetings of the Board.  The vice-chair shall preside in the absence of the chair.  The secretary-
treasurer shall keep all records and files of the Board.   
 
Proposed wording: 
 
At the first meeting of the Board, following the annual meeting, officers for the coming year shall be 
selected from within the Board as follows: the office of chair shall be filled by the vice-chair from the 
previous year, the office of vice-chair shall be elected each year from a second year member of the 
Board, and the office of secretary-treasurer shall be elected on alternating years to serve a two year 
term.  The duties of the chair shall be to preside at all meetings of the Board.  The vice-chair shall 
preside in the absence of the chair.  The secretary-treasurer shall keep all records and files of the 
Board. 

Submitted by Josh Litwiller 
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Hello to all!  

 

I would like to first officially introduce myself as President of ISCA since we were unable 

to have an in person meeting this March as originally planned. I am thankful and excited 

for the year ahead although it isn’t quite what I would hope for our group. However, I 

am hoping we can remain active and engaged with each other, even if technology be-

comes the means and methods!  

 

Throughout the newsletter we will provide some insight into what we have planned for 

the year but always be sure to check the website and Facebook page for updates as 

things seem to be ever-changing. Since technology has become more of a staple in our 

work, ISCA is also looking into online training opportunities that we can share with you 

soon to apply towards your CEU/PDHs. For those seeking certification, now is a great 

time to reach out to get certified! The Certification Board has been very active over the 

last year and as always we encourage certification for our members.  

 

Although we had to cancel our Annual Meeting planned for March and the Northern 

Illinois Hydric Soils training we had planned for the end of April, we are hopeful that 

there will be an opportunity to host some type of fall meeting, likely outdoors, so we 

can remain engaged and connected. We always have the option of a Zoom meeting, but 

of course I think many of us prefer the field to the computer! As things change, we will 

look into that as an option and keep you updated.  

 

Lastly, I would like to thank the Council, Committee Chairs and Members for agreeing 

to serve and keeping our association active as we navigate through email chains, Zoom 

and technology issues. We would not be who we are without their help and volunteer-

ism and have some great people on board and exciting ideas in the works. If you are 

interested in volunteering and contributing to ISCA, let us know as we are always look-

ing for members to volunteer and serve on committees.  

 

I hope everyone has remained safe and healthy during the last four months and continue 

to do so as the year progresses. One great thing about most of our work is social dis-

tancing doesn’t seem to be an issue! I look forward to serving ISCA over the next year 

and hope we can connect again soon! 

 

Have a great summer! 

 

Alicia Metzger  

Submitted by Alicia Metzger 
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Due to the postponement of the 2020 ISCA Annual Meeting, the following reports are 
provided for member review. Secretary’s Report is provided as draft to be voted upon 

during the rescheduled membership meeting.  
  

Secretary’s Report  
 
Treasurer’s Report  
 
Committee Reports  

Finance  
Newsletter 
Ethics, Certification, and Membership  
Constitution, By-Laws, and Legislative  
Nominations  
Public Relations and Education 

Ad Hoc and Special Appointee Reports  

Historian  
Webmaster  
IDPH Advisory Commission  
Technical Advisory Committee  

Certification Board Report  

ILLINOIS SOIL CLASSIFIERS ASSOCIATION 
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Secretary’s Report for March 21, 2020 Annual Meeting Champaign, IL  
  

The Executive Council met four times during the past year, on May 20, August 23, and November 
18, 2019, and February 11, 2020. A Council meeting was also held before the Annual Meeting held 
on March 16, 2019. Minutes of these meetings were routed to Council members, and are available 
upon request.  
  

Executive Council Officers serving from March 16, 2019 to March 21, 2020 Annual Meeting were 
President – Mary Beth Falsey, Vice President – Alan Stone, Secretary – Scott Wiesbrook, Treasurer 
- Charles Frazee, Past President – Mark Bramstedt, and President-Elect – Alicia Metzger.  
  

Council Officer positions up for election at the March 21, 2020 Annual Meeting are President-Elect 
and Vice-President.  
  

As of May 14, 2020, there are 101 members, a decrease of seven from last year. 44 current mem-
bers are ISCA certified, down four from last year.   
  

Current membership includes 77 Full members (including 34 non certified Full members); 9 Out-of 
State members; 6 Affiliate members; 7 Retired members; 1 Student member; and 1 Honorary Full 
member.  
  

The Secretary maintained the membership database, including membership contact/status infor-
mation as received. Official updated membership files were forwarded to the ISCA Webmaster and 
the ISCA Newsletter Committee as needed throughout the year.  
  
  
  
  
  

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Scott M. Wiesbrook, Secretary  
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ISCA Finance Committee Report 

 

Committee Chair: Al Stone  

Committee Member: Mary Beth Falsey 

 

Summary of Activities: 

Committee Members chosen December 2019 

Audit 
Items balanced according to treasurer's report. 

Total income for 2019 was $6051.89, mostly from dues and certifica-
tion fees. 

Total expenses for 2019 were $5811.99, mostly from the annual meet-
ing, forest soils workshop, and certification board expenses (including 
computer). 

Net surplus of $239.90. 

Budget 
Anticipated income is $8,930.00, mostly from dues hydric soils work-
shop, and soils tour. 

Anticipated expenses are $8,010.00, mostly for the annual meeting, 
soils tour, and hydric soils workshop. 

Budgeted net surplus of $920.00 

Newsletter Committee Report: 
 
The Committee published four newsletters in the year of 2019.  Thank you to Alicia Metzger, 
Dennis Keene, Elizabeth Miernicki, and Rachel Welch to be part of the Committee.  We look 

forward to serve you again in 2020. 
 
Jenwei Tsai 
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2020 Election Results 

The Nominations Committee, along with the ISCA Secretary, tallied the ballots for the 2020 ISCA 
election of officers on May 1st, through a Zoom meeting. There were 31 ballots submitted of which 
29 were valid (one ballot was blank, another could not be confirmed that it was from a voting mem-
ber). 
 
The new President-Elect was decided by a one vote difference. Josh Litwiller is the new President-
Elect. 
 
Bryan Fitch took the majority of votes for Vice President. 
 
Congratulations to Josh and Bryan and thanks to John Ford, Frank Heisner, and Bob Oja for their 
willingness to run and for their continuous support. 
 
The 2020 ISCA Executive Council is: 

 
Alicia Metzger, President 
Bryan Fitch, Vice President 
Scott Wiesbrook, Secretary 

Charles Frazee, Treasurer 
Josh Litwiller, President-Elect 
MaryBeth Falsey, Past President 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

2019 Nomination Committee 
 
Mark Bramstedt, chair 
Liz Miernicki 

Troy Fehrenbacher  
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CPSCs Please CYA (Cover Your Area) as Business is Booming! 

Recently an ISCA CPSC contacted me to say that business is booming for on-site investigations in 
central Illinois. I anticipate that business is growing in many areas across the state. He went further 
to say that we need more CPSCs to pick up the workload, especially in some of the “margin” coun-
ties – those counties outside of big city markets – such as Edgar and Cumberland counties. In dis-
cussion with how CPSCs were contacted for jobs, many contractors and health departments just 
use “the list” (CPSCs available for consulting) to find a CPSC who lives in their area. In order to 
help those underserved counties, CPSCs need to contact the county health department in those 
counties for which they are willing to work. Also, we should continue to point people to the Inter-
active Map on the ISCA webpage to find the people who have agreed to work in each county. The 
Interactive Map is a great tool to find CPSCs. However, in order for the tool to be effective, the 
map needs to be accurate.  For example, Edgar County lists 4 CPSCs and Cumberland County lists 
6. I wonder if all those CPSCs are in contact with those counties? It seems not, as contractors don’t 
know who to call (or so it appears). All CPSCs, please review the map and send any changes and 
updates to Webmaster@illinoissoils.org.  For those of you who are not certified – we encourage 

you to GET CERTIFIED!! A career, or additional income, is waiting for you! 

Submitted by Mark Bramstedt 
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CEU’s and Recertification During the Pandemic  

One thing is for certain, the pandemic has not only changed our daily lives but has also changed our 
professional lives.  Our council has just completed it’s first meeting via zoom which was a new (and 

favorable) experience for me. 
 
An issue discussed was getting CEU’s.  Since early March, the opportunities for attending workshops 

and conferences have evaporated, leaving us to explore new avenues to gain credits. 
 
Just to recap, we are responsible for obtaining 60 CEU’s within each 5 year certification period. The 
ISCA Membership Handbook lists categories and maximum credits for each on pages 40 and 41.  
The handbook is available by clicking the constitution and bylaws link  at:  http://illinoissoils.org/

member-resources/constitution/   
 
Until things normalize again, CEU’s in categories A and C may only be available on-line in self study, 
webinar, or zoom type meetings.  SSSA typically offers several webinars (for fee) and other profes-

sional organizations, commercial enterprises, and universities do the same. 
 
ISCA, on our website: Illinoissoils.org, will list both on-line and currently scheduled physical work-

shops/events along with CEU credits authorized by the certification board. 
 
The membership is encouraged to forward links or information about upcoming applicable events to 
myself esss@grics.net or Bob Tegeler ISCAcertsecretary@outlook.com so we can both assign cred-

its and get the word out. 

 

Be careful and stay safe!   
 

Submitted by Brad Cate 
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IDPH-Servicing the Need for On-Site Investigations 

As most of our membership is aware, Illinois Soil Classifiers as well as SSSA certified Soil Classifiers 
are written into the Illinois Private Sewage Code as professionals qualified to conduct soil investiga-
tions.  Some areas of the state have better coverage by resident or relatively nearby classifiers than 

others.   In order to provide a needed service to all counties, we are encouraging: 
  
● eligible ISCA members (or qualified nonmembers) to become certified.  
● certified individuals to consider actively consulting, whether full or part time. 
● certified actively consulting individuals to consider serving as broad an area as they are com-

fortable with. 
 
Some have expressed a reluctance to serve/consult in areas where another classifier is currently ac-
tive.  That’s a noble sentiment but results in areas/counties being underserved and some classifiers 
being under or overworked.  ISCA encourages classifiers to consult in all areas within a travel radius 
they are comfortable with, regardless of the number of classifiers active within that area.  Obviously, 
the fee schedule should be calibrated for travel as additional time associated with a particular job. It is 
up to the customer to accept or reject a service at that fee.  Members should remember that our 
code of ethics prohibits unfair competition with others based on salaried employment (or benefits) 

when setting prices. 
 
Brad Cate 
Certification, Ethics, and Membership 
Certification Board 



The Illinois Soil Classifiers Association is an organization promoting the wise 
use of the soil resource. ISCA is made up of professional soil classifiers in 
public service, private industry, and education and includes students and others 
interested in preserving soil. A soil classifier maps, describes and interprets 
soils according to a national system of soil classification. ISCA was established 
in 1975 and is affiliated with the American Registry of Certified Professionals 
in Agronomy, Crops, and Soils. 

 

 

ISCA 

www.illinoissoils.org 

Submissions 
 
This is YOUR newsletter.  If 
you wish to submit material, 

here are some preferences. 
• Send information by the 

last week of the month 
before the newsletter is 
scheduled to be 

published. 
• Digital copy in Microsoft 

Word 
• Use as little formatting 

(indents, bullets, charts) 
as possible.  This 
increases the work to 
get it into Publisher.  It 
can be done, but 
increases work load for 

the committee. 
 
The Newsletter Committee 
reserves the right to make 
edits/corrections deemed 

appropriate 

Publication Schedule  

• Winter (February) 

• Spring (May) 

• Summer (August) 

• Fall (November) www.illinoissoils.org 
New, exciting links have been added to the “announcements” page on 
our website.  Be sure to bookmark this page.  Its an excellent resource to 

keep you informed on the latest soils issues. 
Better yet… make it your home page! 
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ISCA on Facebook 
 
For those of you who want to keep in touch with ISCA members and others interest-
ed in soils in Illinois, join our group on Facebook.  Search Facebook for “Illinois Soil 
Classifiers Association” and become a friend of ISCA.  Anyone may post messages, an-
nouncements, pictures or events that may be of interest to our membership.  This is a 
great venue for posting meetings of other associations or organizations who use soil 
information.  This is also a great place to post pictures of recent projects, interesting 
soils, or maybe something unrelated to soils, but of general interest to the member-
ship.  If you don’t have a Facebook account, it is easy to set up.  Just go to 
www.facebook.com and follow the instructions.  Unfortunately, the Facebook site is 
restricted on some government computers, so many of you will need to do this at 
home.  Contact webmaster@illinoissoils.org if you have any difficulty in accessing the 

ISCA Group or if you have any questions or comments. 

ISCA Newsletter Committee is look-
ing for pictures of its members, past 
or present, to include in future news-
letters.  Submissions can be sent electronically 
or hard copy to the staff address, see above and 
left.  Please include a narrative for the caption!  
If hard copies are sent please indicate, if they 
are to be returned otherwise photographs will 

be retained in an archive photos file. 

Newsletter Chair:  
Jenwei Tsai 
2019 Committee:  
Dennis Keene, Rachel Welch, 
Liz Miernicki, and Alicia 
Metzger  

Phone: 302-739-9326  
 
Address:  
89 Kings Highway 
Dover, DE, 19901 
 
Email: 
Newsletter@illinoissoils.org 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Visit the ISCA website to see the online version of this newsletter 
 

www.illinoissoils.org/news 
 

 

……..………………Cut………………………………………………………………………Cut……………………………………. 

 

Change of Address Form   
 

  Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

  Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

  City, State, Zip:____________________________________________________________________ 

  Phone:____________________________________________________________________________ 

  E-Mail:____________________________________________________________________________ 

  *Mail to:  Scott Wiesbrook, ISCA Secretary, 1816 S. Oak St., IL 61820  

ISCA Newsletter 
89 Kings Highway 
Dover, DE, 19901 
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Additional Training Opportunities 

Submitted by Al Stone 



Page 8  

Careers in Consulting Soil Science: Recruiting and Training Our Replacements  

Submitted by Brandon Mueller and Bill Kreznor  

Since the early 1970s, consulting Soil Classifiers in Illinois have been serving the public and units of govern-
ment.  Their task has been to help their clients understand soil properties and their limitations and potential 
in order to make science-based land use planning decisions.  Many of these consultants are nearing retire-
ment.  Before their wealth of knowledge of the soils of Illinois is gone, a younger group of soil scientists must 
be recruited and trained to continue this important work.  And now that certification has become codified in 
state and local regulations as the minimum standard to conduct this work, this group must have a pathway to 
certification.  
 
As a first step and with some financial support from the Illinois Soil Classifiers Association (ISCA), the au-
thors traveled to the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point (UWSP) to deliver a message of opportunity in 
Illinois in the private sector for students studying Soil Science.  The authors have a natural connection with 
UWSP.  Both are alumni, Brandon having graduated this past May with a BS in Soil and Land Management.  
Bill has maintained connections with the UWSP College of Natural Resources (CNR) since graduating in 
1976.  He has gotten to know several of the current faculty in the Soil and Waste Resources discipline.  His 
consulting company, William R. Kreznor & Associates, Inc., has been a supporter and sponsor of the UWSP 
collegiate soil judging team for several years.  Familiarity with the soils program and its students led Bill to 
hire Brandon and begin training him toward gaining ISCA certification as a Soil Classifier. 
 
The CNR sponsors a Career Fair each winter for students in natural resources looking for both full-time em-
ployment and summer internships.  The authors secured a booth at the Career Fair held this past February 4.  
It was our goal to get the word out about opportunities in consulting soil science in Illinois.  Additionally, 
with the support of Dr. Bryant Scharenbroch, Assistant Professor of Soil Science, we were given the oppor-
tunity to deliver an informal presentation describing the work of consulting soil classifiers in the private sec-
tor in Illinois (Figure 1).  Many students put off selecting a major until the end of their second year.  This may 
be due to soils being poorly represented in environmental science courses at the high school level.  Also, at 
the college level, students typically don’t enroll in soils courses until the second semester of their second 
year.  Dr. Scharenbroch has been trying to generate an early interest in the study of soils by meeting with 
classes at local high schools, submitting articles to newspapers, and making television appearances. 
 
Our table at the Career Fair was aligned perfectly with the main entrance, providing almost instant visibility 
(Figure 2).  We met and talked with 40 to 50 students over the course of 5-plus hours.  We were pleasantly 
surprised that about half were freshmen, sophomores, and juniors.  This group would include ideal candidates 
for internships with consulting Soil Classifiers in Illinois, especially those who have participated for a year or 
two on the soil judging team.  The senior and graduating students would likely be looking for more perma-
nent, full-time positions.  Students in other disciplines such as Water Resources, Forestry, Wildlife Manage-
ment, and Environmental Education stopped by our table to talk.  They seemed quite interested as well.  A 
common theme of the type of questions we received were the mechanics of soil investigations and the type 
of projects consulting soil classifiers took on. 
 
 



Page 9  

Later that evening, Brandon delivered a presentation highlighting career opportunities in private consulting in 
Illinois (Figure 3).  We were astonished when we entered the venue and saw a crowd of students waiting to 
enter the lecture hall.  There were some familiar faces from the Career Fair and a host of students we had 
not previously seen.  Professor Scharenbroch later informed us that 90 to 100 students were in attendance.  
Again, most questions concerned the type of projects and work skills.  We pointed out that regulations in 
Wisconsin were far different than those in Illinois.  Certification, as the minimum standard to practice soil 
classification in Illinois, is codified in state and local regulations.  And certification must be earned after com-
pleting rigorous requirements of education, experience, and written and field examination.  At the conclusion 
of the presentation, we offered up some samples of various glacial tills of northeastern Illinois for the stu-
dents to examine. 
 
UWSP would be a great resource from which to recruit prospective Soil Classifiers.  We are confident that 
other such institutions exist in Illinois and other locales in the Midwest.  We encourage ISCA and its mem-
bers to begin making personal contacts with soil science students and faculty specifically toward recruiting 
and training the next generation of practitioners.  One way to enhance this process would be for ISCA to 
share the cost of hiring one or more summer interns to work with consulting Soil Classifiers willing to hire 
and mentor an intern.  Our research suggests the cost for a 9-week summer internship would range from 
$3,655 to $5,365.  This would include an hourly wage of $11 to $13, equipment and supplies, and workers 
compensation insurance.  It is assumed the intern would have their own medical insurance.  We also assume 
the supervisor (Soil Classifier) would do all the driving while on the job, eliminating any additional cost for 
automobile insurance.  Where there are several Soil Classifiers working in the same region, the intern could 
be “shared” and work in different locations.  This may enhance the financial incentive for a Soil Classifier to 
hire a summer intern. 

Figure 1.  Flyer announcing our presentation on soils consulting 

Figure 2.  The authors pose at their table at the CNR Career Fair. 
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Possible PDH for ISCA Hydric Soils Course 

Submitted by Bob Tegeler 

The Certification Board has approved the following possible PDHs that can be reported for the “ISCA 
Hydric Soil Indicators for Wetland Delineation Course”, scheduled for April/May of this year.   
 
 
 
For the Certified ISCA members who attend both days, a maximum of 10 PDHs could be reported in 
Category C.  If only the first day is attended, a maximum of 6 PDHs could be reported in Category 
C.  If only the second day is attended, a maximum of 4 PDHs could be reported in Category C. 
 
 
 
If a Certified ISCA member is a presenter during the course, they can report PDHs in Category D for 
the length of the section in which they are presenting.  The PDHs can be doubled if this is a new 
presentation for the member, and can include preparation time. 

ISCA Web Gets an Update! 

Submitted by Mark Bramstedt 

The ISCA website is moving platforms from one host server to another, all under the umbrella of the 
same host company, Web.com.  This move will allow for the webpage to join the 21st century.  The 
URL, or internet address, illinoissoils.org, will not change and the move should be seamless for all us-
ers.  The need for a new website comes from the many tools that are used to access the internet.  
When the ISCA website was first designed, access to the internet was through dial-up modems at-
tached to desktop computers.  Today’s generation of internet users access the internet mostly on mo-
bile devices, such as smart phones and tablets.  
 
Although many people still use computers at work, fewer people have a honkin’ big machine on their 
desk at home.  This new platform adjusts the website to whatever kind of device one uses to connect 
to the internet.  It will also bring a fresh new look to the site.  Another advantage of the new platform 
is that it will eventually allow us to have a Member’s Only login page, so that we can limit public access 
to certain information about ISCA, it will give us an opportunity to have on-line dialogue about soils 
issues, and hopefully, a better way to submit PDHs for our CPSCs.  Finally, the new site will have bet-
ter security, giving us more confidence in submitting personal information and conducting financial 
transactions. 
 
The site is in construction right now and is anticipated to go public near the end of March – maybe in 
time for the Annual Meeting!  If you have any suggestions or comments about the current and future 
website, or if you have experience in web design and database and would like to assist with the web-
site in the future, please contact the Webmaster@illinoissoils.org  



The Illinois Soil Classifiers Association is an organization promoting the wise 
use of the soil resource. ISCA is made up of professional soil classifiers in 
public service, private industry, and education and includes students and others 
interested in preserving soil. A soil classifier maps, describes and interprets 
soils according to a national system of soil classification. ISCA was established 
in 1975 and is affiliated with the American Registry of Certified Professionals 
in Agronomy, Crops, and Soils. 
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ISCA on Facebook 
 
For those of you who want to keep in touch with ISCA members and others interest-
ed in soils in Illinois, join our group on Facebook.  Search Facebook for “Illinois Soil 
Classifiers Association” and become a friend of ISCA.  Anyone may post messages, an-
nouncements, pictures or events that may be of interest to our membership.  This is a 
great venue for posting meetings of other associations or organizations who use soil 
information.  This is also a great place to post pictures of recent projects, interesting 
soils, or maybe something unrelated to soils, but of general interest to the member-
ship.  If you don’t have a Facebook account, it is easy to set up.  Just go to 
www.facebook.com and follow the instructions.  Unfortunately, the Facebook site is 
restricted on some government computers, so many of you will need to do this at 
home.  Contact webmaster@illinoissoils.org if you have any difficulty in accessing the 
ISCA Group or if you have any questions or comments. 
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Upcoming Events: 

46th Annual 

Meeting 

Virtual 

(Zoom) Well… we made it to December.  2020 sure has been a year for the books!  I hope eve-
ryone survived and thrived, despite the pandemic.  Although meetings and training ses-
sions had to be delayed this year, we are hopeful that some point next year we will be 

back in person again. 
 
Due to the ongoing and ever changing COVID guidelines, ISCA was unable to conduct 
any sort of in-person training or meetings, but behind closed doors, ISCA members have 
remained busy trying to adapt and keep moving forward.  We have welcomed some 
new members and have also had a few applicants for certification.  Plans for in-person 

training are delayed for now, but we will continue to put that on our list for next year.   
It would be nice to dream of meeting in person for the Annual Meeting in March, but 
the Council has decided to plan for a virtual meeting via Zoom instead.  This will be a 
new experience for ISCA but we are hoping to have lots of attendees.  The official date 
is yet to be determined but keep an eye out for an official announcement after the New 
Year.  Although the Council has voted to waive membership dues for 2021, we encour-

age all members to remain active through the year. 
 
Winter months will certainly bring a slow down in work for most of us so it is a good 
time for certified members to update your CEU/PDHs.  We are also asking that certi-
fied members verify the list of counties they would like to be included in for the interac-
tive map update on the website.  Bob Tegeler is sending out notices via email that in-
clude your dues and CEU/PDH report, but we ask you contact Mark Bramstedt 
(webmaster@illinoissoils.org) directly to update the list of counties you would like to be 
listed in.  
 
I hope everyone has a nice Holiday season.  It may look different this year, with less fam-
ily gatherings than we are used to, but I hope everyone remains safe, healthy and happy.  

Let’s remain hopeful that 2021 will bring us back together again.  
 
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year from everyone at ISCA! 
 
Alicia Metzger  
 

Submitted by Alicia Metzger 
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46th ISCA Annual Meeting 

The 2021 Annual meeting will be conducted via Zoom.  Information on the meeting date will be an-
nounced at a later date.  Thank you so much for your patience.  The tentative agenda will follow the 

previous years’ format (see below). 
 
 

Tentative Agenda 
 

12:00pm 
Opening Remarks/Call for Ballots/ 

 
1:00pm 

Keynote: TBD 
Speaker: TBD 

 
2:30pm 

The Certification Board will meet to approve the following PDH amounts that can be reported for the up-

coming Annual Meeting.  This meeting will potentially provide a total of 3 PDH for category C—
attendance or participation in seminars, tutorials, clinics, workshops, symposia, in-house courses, field tours/
exercises, or technical presentations made at meetings, conventions, or conferences, if attend all agenda 

items. 
 
 

Opening Remarks/Call for Ballots                                      1 PDH 
 

Keynote Speaker                                                              1 PDH 
 

Business Meeting                                                              1 PDH 

Call for Nominations 

Submitted by Mary-Beth Falsey 

The ISCA Nominations Committee is seeking nominations for the 2021 officers.   
 
The open positions are: President-Elect and Vice President.   
 
Please keep in mind, the person who is elected as President-Elect will commit to serving as President-Elect in 
2021, President in 2022, and Past-President in 2023.  If you would like to submit a nomination for President-

Elect or Vice President, please send to Mary Beth Falsey at falsey@dupageco.org by January 15th, 2021.  



Page 3  

Proposed By-Law Change 

The ISCA Council proposes an addendum to the Standards for Certification Section 4a.  This 
change will improve the organization of the Certification Board by specifying the way in which offic-
ers are selected and by extending the term of the Secretary/Treasurer from one year to two years.  
This addendum has the support of the Certification Board and the Council.  The addendum requires 
a two thirds vote from the membership during the annual meeting.  Below is the current and pro-
posed wording for your consideration.  If passed, the proposed wording will replace the current 

wording. 
 
 
Current wording: 
 
The Board shall elect from its membership, at its first meeting, officers for the coming year.  The 
officers shall be chair, vice-chair, and secretary-treasurer.  The duties of the chair shall be to preside 
at all meetings of the Board.  The vice-chair shall preside in the absence of the chair.  The secretary-

treasurer shall keep all records and files of the Board.   
 
Proposed wording: 
 
At the first meeting of the Board, following the annual meeting, officers for the coming year shall be 
selected from within the Board as follows: the office of chair shall be filled by the vice-chair from the 
previous year, the office of vice-chair shall be elected each year from a second year member of the 
Board, and the office of secretary-treasurer shall be elected on alternating years to serve a two year 
term.  The duties of the chair shall be to preside at all meetings of the Board.  The vice-chair shall 
preside in the absence of the chair.  The secretary-treasurer shall keep all records and files of the 

Board. 

Submitted by Josh Litwiller 
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CPSCs Please CYA (Cover Your Area) as Business is Booming! 

(A reprint of this article from the Spring Newsletter was requested to emphasize the need for 

CPSCs to keep their contact information up to date) 
 
Recently an ISCA CPSC contacted me to say that business is booming for on-site investigations in 
central Illinois.  I anticipate that business is growing in many areas across the state.  He went further 
to say that we need more CPSCs to pick up the workload, especially in some of the “margin” coun-
ties – those counties outside of big city markets – such as Edgar and Cumberland counties.  In dis-
cussion with how CPSCs were contacted for jobs, many contractors and health departments just 
use “the list” (CPSCs available for consulting) to find a CPSC who lives in their area.  In order to 
help those underserved counties, CPSCs need to contact the county health department in those 
counties for which they are willing to work.  Also, we should continue to point people to the Inter-
active Map on the ISCA webpage to find the people who have agreed to work in each county.  The 
Interactive Map is a great tool to find CPSCs.  However, in order for the tool to be effective, the 
map needs to be accurate.   For example, Edgar County lists 4 CPSCs and Cumberland County lists 
6.  I wonder if all those CPSCs are in contact with those counties?  It seems not, as contractors 
don’t know who to call (or so it appears).  All CPSCs, please review the map and send any changes 
and updates to Webmaster@illinoissoils.org.  For those of you who are not certified – we encour-

age you to GET CERTIFIED!!  A career, or additional income, is waiting for you! 

Submitted by Mark Bramstedt 
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Looking Back 

Submitted by Liz Miernicki 

Random newspaper clippings from Liz’s scanning project!!! 



The Illinois Soil Classifiers Association is an organization promoting the wise 
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interested in preserving soil. A soil classifier maps, describes and interprets 
soils according to a national system of soil classification. ISCA was established 
in 1975 and is affiliated with the American Registry of Certified Professionals 
in Agronomy, Crops, and Soils. 
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ISCA on Facebook 
 
For those of you who want to keep in touch with ISCA members and others interest-
ed in soils in Illinois, join our group on Facebook.  Search Facebook for “Illinois Soil 
Classifiers Association” and become a friend of ISCA.  Anyone may post messages, an-
nouncements, pictures or events that may be of interest to our membership.  This is a 
great venue for posting meetings of other associations or organizations who use soil 
information.  This is also a great place to post pictures of recent projects, interesting 
soils, or maybe something unrelated to soils, but of general interest to the member-
ship.  If you don’t have a Facebook account, it is easy to set up.  Just go to 
www.facebook.com and follow the instructions.  Unfortunately, the Facebook site is 
restricted on some government computers, so many of you will need to do this at 
home.  Contact webmaster@illinoissoils.org if you have any difficulty in accessing the 

ISCA Group or if you have any questions or comments. 
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